
   

DCR 
interoffice 
MEMORANDUM   

 
To:  Danette Poole; FILE  
 
From:  Lynn Crump 
 
Date:  August 12, 2013 
 
Subject:  Extension of Banister River Scenic River Designation 
 
Currently, the Banister from the Anderson Bridge at Route 640 in Pittsylvania County to its 
confluence with the Dan River in Halifax County, a distance of approximately 38.4 miles, is 
designated as a Virginia Scenic River. After the lower Banister’s evaluation in 2012, that river 
section was designated by the General Assembly, effective July 2013.   
 
As a continuation of Pittsylvania County’s 2012 request, DCR studied the remaining section of 
the Banister River within the county to determine if it qualifies for Scenic River status. The 
studied section begins at the U.S. Route 29 South Bridge and extends to the Route 640 Anderson 
Bridge. The evaluation was conducted on May 1 and 2, 2013, by staff from the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR), the Virginia Tech Community Design Assistance Center 
(CDAC) and local interested citizens. 
 
Based on the May evaluation, it was determined that the section of the Banister River from the 
Route 29 South Bridge to the Route 640 Anderson Bridge, a distance of approximately 24.9 
miles, qualifies for Virginia Scenic River designation. If added to the currently designated 38.4 
miles, the length of the Banister Scenic River will total 63.3 miles. 
 
Following are the findings that support this designation. 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The upper Banister River originates in Virginia’s Piedmont and flows through rural Pittsylvania 
County. Downstream, it merges with the Dan River near the Town of Halifax in Halifax County. 
The upper section runs largely through forested private lands, some of which are actively 
harvested for timber using clear-cut and seed-tree methods. Arguably the most scenic part of this 
section is the approximately 6 miles where the river runs on the northern border of the 2,712 
acres White Oak Mountain Wildlife Management Area, which is managed by the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. 
 
Historically, the river was used for fishing and hunting with virtually no development or 
industrialization along the river corridor. Native American and other historical sites have been 
identified, of which several are significant. These include Motleys Mill (circa 1789), White Falls 
Mill (circa 1770), the Rachel Donelson Jackson (born 1767) Birthplace Site, and a Native 
American Fish Weir near the small town of Markham (circa 1700s). 
 
Approximately 70 percent of the corridor is undisturbed with buffers greater than 100 feet in 
width. Beyond the buffers, the land is primarily timberland. There is only one impoundment 



 

along this section: the approximately 15 foot tall Motley Mill Dam upstream of Route 57.  
 
Few houses are visible from the river, and there is virtually no commercial development. Only a 
few roads parallel the river, but these are in short segments. On average, road or power line 
crossings occur once every 3 miles. 
 
Public river access is limited to infrequent road crossings. These include U.S. Route 29, Dairy 
View Road, VA Route 57 (Halifax Road), County Road 686 (Markham Road), and Route 640 
(Riceville Road). 
 
Since the corridor runs through the Piedmont of Virginia, there are few long or dramatic views or 
vistas. However, there is a one mile section of whitewater rapids near White Falls Mill with 
dramatic in-stream rock formations. There are also a number of rock outcroppings along the 
corridor, particularly in the White Oak Mountain Wildlife Management Area section. This 
section also has abundant spring native wildflowers and flowering shrubs which bring strong 
seasonal value. 
 
Fish quality is rated as moderate. However, there are a large number of documented significant 
natural resources along the corridor, especially in the section up-and-downstream of Markham 
Road. 
 
Historic sites, seasonal wildflowers, in-stream rock outcroppings and rock cliffs, and remoteness 
add interest and visual variety to this winding section of river corridor. The overall aesthetic 
appeal is in the medium to high range. 
 
Based on the evaluation, the overall weighted score for the proposed Banister River extension in 
Pittsylvania County is 235. This score is adequately above the minimum score for designation; 
therefore, it is recommended that the studied 24.9 miles of the Banister be submitted for 
designation. 
 
The proposed code change is as follows: 
 
§ 10.1-411.3. Banister State Scenic River.  
 
A. The Banister River from the Route 29 bridge in Pittsylvania County to the confluence with 
the Dan River in Halifax County, a distance of approximately 63.3 miles, is hereby designated a 
component of the Virginia Scenic Rivers System.  
B. Nothing in this section shall preclude the Commonwealth or a local governing body from 
constructing, reconstructing, or performing necessary maintenance on any road or bridge. 
 
At its September 11, 2013, meeting, the DCR Board made motions of support for Scenic River 
Designation for the Cranesnest River, Tye River and Banister River extension. 
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