
TIMBERNECK FARM
DESIGN DEVELOPMENTGloucester County, Virginia 

November 2018



EXISTING CONDITIONS
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MASTER PLAN
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PHASE 1
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CAMPGROUND AREA Design Development Plan

1” = 100’
50’0’ 100’ 200’

LEGEND

1. Walk-In Campsite

2. Walk-In Campsite Parking

3. Back-In RV Site

4. Pull Through RV Site

5. Bathhouse

6. Host Site w/ Drainfield 

Connection

7. 100’ x 200’ Drainfield

8. RV Dump Station

9. Yurts
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CAR TOP BOAT LAUNCH Schematic & Design Development Plans

Key Plan
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CAR TOP BOAT LAUNCH Archaeological Work

+
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CAR TOP BOAT LAUNCH Construction Document Plan

LEGEND

1. Boat Launch/Shoreline

2. Pier

3. Boat Drop Off

4. Turn Around 

5. Vault Restroom

6. Gravel Parking

7. Car Access Road

8. Hiking Path
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Key Plan

Timberneck Farm | Design Development | November 2018 page 8  Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects



Key Plan

  1.  Picnic shelters (2) with shared restroom
  2.  Multi-purpose Open-Air Education Pavilion
  3.  Outdoor Classroom (Grass Slope)
  4.  Restroom
  5.  Accessible Entry Plaza: pervious concrete pavers
  6.  Crushed oyster shell path
  7.  Asphalt Parking Lot
  8.  Lower Terrace Algonquian Subsistence Plot
       Rotation
  9.  Upland Deciduous Forest
10.  Visitor Access Road
11.  Existing Cemetery
12.  ADA path surrounding outdoor classroom
13.  Plaza benches
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INTERPRETIVE PLAZA Schematic Design Plan
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INTERPRETIVE PLAZA

Key Plan

  1.  Picnic shelters (2) with shared restroom
  2.  Multi-purpose Open-Air Education Pavilion
  3.  Overlook (Orientation Point)
  4.  Restroom
  5.  Accessible Entry Plaza
  6.  Vehicular Drop-off
  7.  Asphalt Parking Lot
  8.  Three Sisters Demonstration Garden
  9.  Upland Deciduous Forest
10.  Visitor Access Road
11.  Existing Cemetery
12.  ADA path 
13.  Allee and Promenade to Educational Pavilion
14.  Lawn Area
15.  Picnic Tables and Grills
16.  Bioretention
17.  Outdoor Classroom
18.  Concentric Circle Posts
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Design Development Plan
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Paving Enlargement
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INTERPRETIVE PENINSULA Design Development Overall Plan

  1.  Picnic shelters (2) 
  2.  Multi-purpose Open-Air Education Pavilion
  3.  Shared Restroom
  4.  Mown Paths
  5.  Existing Farmhouse: Colonial Period Agriculture 
  6.  Boat Slip Entrance Path
  7.  Three Sisters Demonstration Garden
  8.  Overlook/Orientation Point
  9.  Boardwalk Overlook
10.  Outdoor Classroom: Land Management 
11.  ADA Accessible Paths
12.  Visitor Parking
13.  Overflow or Staff Parking
14.  Existing Boat Slips
15.  Timberneck Creek
16.  Catlett Islands
17.  Existing Cemetery
18.  Seating Area under Existing Red Cedars

Key Plan
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STRUCTURES Aerial

Aerial view looking down peninsula
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STRUCTURES Ancillary Structures

Picnic Shelter view, layered wire screens provide privacy from entry plaza 
& direct views out to landscape while maintaining air flow

Picnic shelter and overflow lawn view

Restroom view

View from parking and entry of restroom
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STRUCTURES

View from entry plaza towards open air education pavilion View from overlook to open facade

Interpretive Pavilion
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STRUCTURES Interpretive Pavilion

09:00 AM

Spring Equinox

Fall Equinox

Summer Solstice

Winter Solstice
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STRUCTURES Interpretive Pavilion

11:00 AM

Spring Equinox

Fall Equinox

Summer Solstice

Winter Solstice
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STRUCTURES Interpretive Pavilion

01:00 PM

Spring Equinox

Fall Equinox

Summer Solstice

Winter Solstice
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STRUCTURES Interpretive Pavilion

03:00 PM

Spring Equinox

Fall Equinox

Summer Solstice

Winter Solstice
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STRUCTURES

The unique framing of the Open-Air Education Pavilion alludes to two saplings bent to create a structural frame, the method of construction used by Virgin-
ia Algonquians for many of their structures.  The asymmetrical and peeling facade allows for air to flow through the pavilion.

Reconstruction of a longhouse, showing ovoid form produced by 
the bent saplings and woven mat cladding

Reconstruction of a longhouse, showing sapling framing

Initial sketch section study Post mould pattern of a 
longhouse at Paspahegh

Interpretive Pavilion
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES

Sub-themes:

1. The Algonquian Landscape
• Site Orientation
• Contextualizing the Powhattan Federation Temporally/Physically
• Map of Virginia
• Conjuration diagram

2. History and Community
• 17,000 years of Native history in the Region
• Patawomeke origin story – giants, deer, a great hare – how this place 
came into being
• Changing Settlement and Subsistence Patterns
 
3. Managing a Dynamic Landscape
• Native transformation of landscape (clearing, burning, harvesting) 
• Harvesting the Chesapeake in a sustainable way
• Climate history and changes to the Chesapeake estuary

4. Placemaking and Mobility
• Creation of riverine towns circa AD 1200
• Algonquian place names and a riverine frame of reference
• Annual cycle and seasonal movement across the landscape
  
5. Authority and Ceremony
• Powhatan chiefdom as a political, ceremonial, and economic entity
• Political landscape of powerful town with Weroances and others lacking 
• Werowocomoco as a central seat of power
• Werowocomoco as a place of political power / religious authority

6. Colonialism and Persistence
• Early European arrivals in the Chesapeake, 1571 - 1607 
• Three Powhatan/Anglo Wars
• History of Native land loss in Virginia – separation from Native places
• Virginia Indian communities and reservations today
• Reassertion of Native sovereignty
• Native sovereignty in the modern era

Overarching Theme: The Algonquian Landscape of Tsenacommacah
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INTERPRETIVE Pavilion
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INTERPRETIVE Pavilion Ground
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INTERPRETIVE Pavilion Ground Map
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INTERPRETIVE Pavilion Ground Map
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INTERPRETIVE Pavilion Ground
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INTERPRETIVE Promontory 

Concept 1 Concept 2
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INTERPRETIVE Concentric Circles in Algonquian Culture

Quioccosans, one of many centers of influence, were located outside of 
towns, sometimes beyond town palisades or trenchlines

Powhatan “conjuration” circle

Powhatan’s MantleWatercolors by John White
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 1 Concentric Circles

Plan View 
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 1 Concentric Circles
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Cohonks - The sound of migrating geese that 
arrived with cold weather

Yearly subsistence cycle

The year begins with the men leaving to hunt deer, 
turkey, elk, and bears. Women and children remain 
in towns and forage nuts and acorns. People live 
on stores from the last harvest of corn, smoked fish, 
and oysters. People are at their leanest from late 
winter to early spring.

Women begin planting the fields by late-April to 
early-May. Corn and beans are planted together, 
with melons, gourds, maracocks (passion vines), 
and pumpkins in spaces between. This planting 
arrangement provided a diversity in diet while the 
spreading vines cut down on weeding. Fish spawn 
begins, with a multitude of herring, shad, perch, 
and striped bass by April. Blue crabs, oysters, and 
mussels can be found by May. Men continue to 
hunt and fish during this time.

Gathering of food continues into late spring, 
including berries such as strawberries, mulberries, 
raspberries, may apples, wild plums, and cherries. 
Planting continues until mid-June to provide a 
rolling harvest. Oysters, turtles, and crabs are 
smoked and stored for leaner times.  

The first harvest begins by mid-July. Melons and 
gourds ripened first, followed by the earliest planted 
corn and beans, then peas and maracock.
Men return for end of year feasting in late fall. 

Autumn feasts were a rare occasion for everyone to 
come together. The last harvest ends in October as 
fishing season ends.

Cattapeuk - Budding blossoms in spring

Cohatayough - The summer of highest sun

Nepinough - The earing of corn

Taquitock - The harvest and leaf fall 

Dense settlement pattern

Dispersed settlement pattern

TOWN

GARDEN / FIELD

FORAGING / TERRACE

HUNTING CAMP

FISHING CAMP
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 2 Concentric Circles

The subsistence cycle relates to the inside/
outside relationship expressed by a circle

ALGONQUIAN TERMS:

 Oysters  Cauwaih
 Earth   Aspamu 
 Virginia  Tsenacomacoh
 Seasons  [NAMES OF FIVE] 
 Sky   Arrokoth
 River   Yocaanta
 Village  Kaasun
 Hill   Romuttun
 Welcome  Wingapo
 Beaver  Pohkevwh
 Bear   Amonsoquath
 Bird   Tshehip
 Clouds  Mammaum
 Deer   Uttapaantam 
 Fish   Nammais
 Grass   Mehteqweins
 Gust of wind  Tohtummocunnun 
 Island   Memnunnahqus
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 2 Concentric Circles
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 2 Landscape Interventions
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 2 Landscape Interventions
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 2 Landscape Interventions
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INTERPRETIVE Concept 2 Landscape Interventions
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES

Sub-themes:

1. The Algonquian Landscape
• Site Orientation
• Contextualizing the Powhattan Federation Temporally/Physically
• Map of Virginia
• Conjuration diagram

2. History and Community
• 17,000 years of Native history in the Region
• Patawomeke origin story – giants, deer, a great hare – how this place came into being
• Changing Settlement and Subsistence Patterns
 
3. Managing a Dynamic Landscape
• Native transformation of landscape (clearing, burning, harvesting) 
• Harvesting the Chesapeake in a sustainable way
• Climate history and changes to the Chesapeake estuary

4. Placemaking and Mobility
• Creation of riverine towns circa AD 1200
• Algonquian place names and a riverine frame of reference
• Annual cycle and seasonal movement across the landscape
  
5. Authority and Ceremony
• Powhatan chiefdom as a political, ceremonial, and economic entity
• Political landscape of powerful town with Weroances and others lacking 
• Werowocomoco as a central seat of power
• Werowocomoco as a place of political power / religious authority

6. Colonialism and Persistence
• Early European arrivals in the Chesapeake, 1571 - 1607 
• Three Powhatan/Anglo Wars
• History of Native land loss in Virginia – separation from Native places
• Virginia Indian communities and reservations today
• Reassertion of Native sovereignty
• Native sovereignty in the modern era

Overarching Theme: The Algonquian Landscape of Tsenacommacah
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